Record of the Community Meeting to Discuss Traffic Issues
Luxmanor Citizen's Association and Others
Luxmanor Elementary School, 7:00 - 9:00 pm
Monday, May 24, 2010

LCA President Della Stolsworth opened at 7:00 pm by emphasizing that the event was to be a discussion, not a meeting.  Chairs were arranged in a large circle to facilitate participation by all.  She urged all to listen respectfully to each other and to put aside acrimony in the service of civilized, constructive community discussion and problem-solving.
Presentation by Montgomery County Department of Transportation.

Access Restrictions.  Fred Lees, Chief of the DOT Traffic Engineering Studies office, described the process whereby a community request for access restriction is considered, emphasizing that the process is lengthy:
1. The problem must be referred to DOT by a group representing the community.

2. A meeting is held between DOT and community representatives to identify the problem.

3. Data is collected by DOT to document the problem, e.g., traffic counts are made, and a determination is made as to whether cars (tags) are local.

4. A “Community Discussion Paper” is prepared by DOT, analyzing the problem and suggesting a remedy.

5. Public hearings are held, and a recommendation to adopt or reject the report is made by the Hearing Examiner. 
6. If adopted, the report to sent to the County Executive for approval.

7. If approved, DOT returns to the community to take a poll of whether a majority of citizens want the plan.

8. If yes, the plan is implemented.

Kyle Lang, a second traffic engineer, discussed the proposed access restrictions recommended by the County in their report Determination of Access Restriction Eligibility: Luxmanor Community, December 2009, which had been posted on the Luxmanor website prior to this meeting.  The report was the culmination of a process begun in 2008 at the request of the LCA.  The recommendation made in the report is to restrict left-hand turns onto Marcliff Road from Tilden Lane between 4-6 pm.  Discussion ensued, with many questions about how success will be measured, how the restriction will be enforced, the timliness of the data in the report, and the effectiveness of no-turn signs. Lees commented that 9 sets of data, collected over a number of years, have shown that there is no cut-through traffic entering the neighborhood via Tildenwood Drive. He did say that DOT will be monitoring the traffic after implementation to evaluate its success.  However, he had no answer in response to an expressed concern that drivers will use Luxmanor or Cushman to circumvent the restriction at Marcliff.  

Traffic Calming.  Della introduced this second topic by recounting a meeting she had with a nationally known traffic expert, Ian Lockwood.  His bottom-line recommendation to communities faced with traffic overload is that restrictions are likely to create additional problems, while traffic calming methods tend to be more successful.  Tracy Wroe, a DOT traffic calming expert accompanying Lees to the meeting, reported on a request made by LCA to evaluate speeding on Tilden Lane, both east and west of Marcliff Road.  Several remedies were proposed by DOT, but they were apparently rejected by the LCA.

Discussion ensued about the merits of various traffic calming techniques, including traffic circles (work best when traffic enters evenly from all sides), traffic cameras (we cannot buy and use them as this is a police issue but we may be able to advocate for getting them as we have schools in the neighborhood), striping (Marcliff needs it but is too narrow), bumps (there are strict regulations governing what type can be used where), signage (some argued there was too much on Tilden, making the drive unaesthetic, while others argued that there is not enough).  With respect to speeding on Tilden, pleas were made for lowering the speed limit, restricting parking at the intersection with Old Georgetown Road, enforcing speed limits, and cross walks.  Wroe responded that there are regulations about speed limits on various kinds of roads and Tilden is properly marked, enforcement is not a DOT issue but one for the police, and he questioned whether there is enough pedestrian traffic to warrant cross walks.  He had said earlier that traffic circles were not appropriate for Tilden Lane and that bump-outs would not work because the road is too narrow to accommodate them if bike lanes are to be added.  The County does have a plan to restrict parking on the south side of Tilden at Old Georgetown Road, which will be instituted very soon (along with bike lanes on either side of Tilden).  Lees promised that he will look into the issue of placing a school sign closer to Old Georgetown Road on Tilden, warning traffic to slow down.
Several questioned DOT’s willingness to aggressively pursue calming methods, noting that (a) the traffic circle on Tildenwood Drive works even though egress is unequal from all sides, and (b) it would do no harm to lower speed limits below the county regulations if this would improve safety in the neighborhood.
Several others implored that we take responsibility ourselves for controlling traffic in the neighborhood by (a) using pace cars to slow others down; (b) taking pictures with cell phones and cameras at intersections; (c) requesting cameras (which might be attractive to the County as it would generate income); (d) requesting parking restrictions (DOT accepts requests on a block-by-block basis); (e) considering neighborhood parking stickers; (f) obeying the traffic speeds and other regulations ourselves to set an example. Lockwood, the traffic expert, says that people must take control of their communities and must insist that traffic go through their neighborhoods on THEIR terms.  
The meeting was adjourned by Della at 9:02.

Submitted by Joan Suwalsky, Recording Secretary

[Note:  Della Stolsworth would like to add the following information.  In the two weeks since the Traffic meeting, she has tried unsuccessfully 3 times, by email and by leaving voicemail messages, to learn from DOT which proposed traffic calming methods were rejected by the LCA Board.  She has also contacted Council member Berliner’s office to express our dissatisfaction with DOT’s response to our traffic problems. Peggy Sousa has gone through Bill King’s LCA traffic records without finding any mention of proposals rejected by the LCA Board.]  
