Minutes of the General Membership Meeting

Luxmanor Citizen's Association

Luxmanor Elementary School, 7:30 - 9:00 pm
Thursday, May 20, 2010

President Della Stolsworth opened the meeting at 7:35 pm.

Treasurer’s Report.    Treasurer Judy Morenoff presented the proposed FY 2011 budget (6/1/10 – 5/31/11).  She noted that the item “Website ads,” listed under Income, is being considered and may or may not happen.  She also noted that it appears now that we will be working with the County on deer stations, rather than funding them ourselves, which will constitute a savings.  The proposed budget was accepted by a unanimous vote. 
Committee Reports.

Special Events.  Judy Abramson reported that a number of very nice community events have occurred in late winter and spring of 2010.  A cookie exchange at the home of Judy Abramson in February was well attended and enjoyed by all.  The Art in the Cabin event in April featured 25 local artists and was attended by 250 neighbors.  Gail and David Klein hosted 60 people for an evening open house.  Lynn Waters noted that Luxmanor Lemonade will occur again this year in connection with the upcoming Garden Tour.

Website/Listserve.  Della reported for Chair Todd Berman who could not be present.  A listing of Recommended Services, which accrue when someone on the Listserve asks for suggestions from neighbors, will be added to the website database, so that this community knowledge can be preserved and easily accessed.  Thanks were expressed to Lynn Waters for her help to Todd in moderating the Listserve, especially (but not limited to) during the storms this winter. 
Membership.  Marilyn Hammerman reported that 523 of 893 households (in Luxmanor, Windermere, and the Oaks) were members of the LCA in 2009-2010.  A notice has been sent out recently for the FY2011 dues ($40/household); it was decided this year to coordinate the collection of dues with the actual fiscal year rather than collecting them by the calendar year, as has been done in the past.  A brief discussion ensued as to why more households do not join the LCA, and it was noted that non-members are listed in the Directory although they do not receive a copy.  There was some expression of dissatisfaction with the new typeface used in this year’s Directory. 

Schools.  The Chair, Ellen Paul, was not present.

Planning & Development.  Paula Bienenfeld noted that the White Flint Sector Plan was recently passed unanimously by the County Council, which raises more concerns about traffic problems for the neighborhood. In good news, Luxmanor resident Francoise Carrier was recently elected as Chair of the Planning Board, effective 6/15/10.  Paula and Della have been attending meetings of the White Flint Community Coalition , which represents a combination of local citizen groups.  The medical office located in the neighborhood has installed a new sign, but it is smaller than originally planned, as we had urged. The consensus is that it looks good.  
Community Survey.  Della reported on the Community Survey that was conducted recently.  She noted that the response rate of 200 was excellent by marketing survey standards.  There is great interest in exercising bulk buying power, but we will need volunteers to help make this happen.  Speaking of volunteers, Natalie Silver will be doing more environmental activities starting in the fall and can use volunteers.  We also need more Neighborhood Reps.  There was a brief discussion of the use of tick tubes, and it was noted that the deer herd in the neighborhood is infected with Lyme Disease.  

Election of Officers.  Harris Leonard presented the proposed slate of officers for 2010-2011:  Della Stolsworth, President; Harris Leonard, Vice President; Judy Morenoff, Treasurer; Joan Suwalsky, Recording Secretary; Ellen Paul, Trustee.  The proposed slate passed unanimously.
Neighborhood Traffic Meeting.  Della reminded everyone that the neighborhood meeting to discuss traffic issues will be held on Monday, May 24 at Luxmanor ES, starting at 7:00.  Position papers have been solicited and are posted on the Listserve.  Representatives from the County Department of Transportation will present the DOT Community Discussion Paper Determination of Access Restriction Eligibility:  Luxmanor Community, dated December, 2009 and also available on the Listserve.  An audiotaped conversation with a nationally recognized traffic planner, who met with Della and Paula recently, has been put on the Website by Todd Berman and will also be presented at the meeting.  Discussion ensued:
1. Steve Miller noted the need to reach out to and involve other local communities if the LCA wants to make any progress on traffic issues.  It was noted that the only other neighborhood that has an active citizens group is Wildwood, and concern was expressed that we might end up doing the “heavy lifting” for all.  Harris Leonard, who lives in Windermere, agreed that we need to educate other groups about the issues and the need to join together to effect action.  
2. Steve Sorrett noted that his law firm developed a blueprint for how to incorporate the neighborhood, which may be one solution to controlling traffic that impinges on us.  Incorporation can take many forms.  There was a push to incorporate when Judy Morenoff was LCA President.  Judy noted that the County Council must approve a bid to incorporate and they are very reluctant to do that these days.  Thus, the likelihood that we could incorporate at this time is not good. 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm.

Submitted by Joan Suwalsky, Recording Secretary

